Babu made a treaty with Germany and Japan under which India
would be declared 'independent' and the Axis forces would enter India
to drive the British out?
A. Surely there is as much difference between the South Pole
and the North as there is between the imagined conditions, My
demand deals with the possessor; Subhas Babu will bring German
troops to oust the possessor. Germany is under no obligation to
deliver India from bondage. Therefore Subhas Babu's performance
can only fling India from the frying pan into the fire. I hope the
distinction is clear.
Q. 6. If the Congress, as Maulana Saheb has just stated, 'con-
siders defence as armed defence only', is there any prospect of real
independence for India, in view of the fact that India simply has not
got the resources 'independently' to offer effective armed resistance
to a formidable aggressor? If we are to think in terms of armed
defence only, can India, to mention only one thing, expect to remain
independent with her 4000 miles of coast line and no navy and ship-
building industry?
A. Maulana Saheb, it is well known, does not hold my view that
any country can defend itself without force of arms. My demand is
based on the view that it is possible to defend one's country non-
violently.
Q. 7. What material aid could India send to China today, even
if she were declared 'independent' by the British?
A. India at present gives such indifferent and illconceived aid
as the Allies think desirable. Free India can send men and material
that China may need. India has affinities with China being part of
Asia which the Allies cannot possibly possess and exploit. Who knows
'hat Free India may not even succeed in persuading Japan to do the
-right by China?
Why has the author ignored the explanation, for instance,
in answers 2 and 4 which was before him? Boiled down, my
explanation means that I would trust the Allies to carry out
faithfully the conditions of the contract to be fulfilled by them,
just as I would expect them to trust the Government of Free
India to carry out their part of the contract. British with-
drawal, whenever it comes, will carry with it so much honour
Ithat everything to be done thereafter by either party will be
'done with the greatest goodwill and utmost sincerity. I hold that
this solution of the difficulty presented is perfectly comprehen-
sible and satisfactory.
29. As to secrecy, this is what I said on the 8th August
in my Hindustani speech before the A.LC.C. meeting:
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